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AGREEMENT 
 
This agreement is entered into as of this date, by and between the Consumer Services and 

External Affairs Division of the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission and the following 
electric, gas, and water utilities operating in the State of New Hampshire: 

 
Public Service of New Hampshire d/b/a Eversource Energy  
Unitil Energy Systems, Inc. 
Liberty Utilities (Granite State Electric) Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities  
New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
 
Northern Utilities, Inc.  
Liberty Utilities (EnergyNorth Natural Gas) Corp., d/b/a Liberty Utilities 
 
Abenaki Water Company, Inc. 
Aquarion Water Company of New Hampshire, Inc. 
Forest Edge Water Company, Inc. 
Hampstead Area Water Company, Inc. 
Lakes Region Water Company, Inc. 
Mill Brook Village Water System 
Pennichuck East Utility, Inc. 
Pennichuck Water Works, Inc. 
Pittsfield Aqueduct Company, Inc. 
West Swanzey Water Company, Inc. 
  

and by the following non-utility participants in IR 20-089, New Hampshire Public Utilities 
Commission’s Investigation into Effects of the COVID-19 Emergency Utilities and Utility 
Customers:  

 
The Office of the Consumer Advocate 
New Hampshire Legal Assistance  
LISTEN  
 

Hereinafter, collectively referred to as the Parties.  
 
Whereas, the Governor of New Hampshire declared a state of emergency in Executive Order 

2020-04 on March 13, 2020, which state of emergency remains in effect today per Executive 
Order 2020-17; and 

  
Whereas, pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, the Governor issued Emergency Order #3, 

due to COVID-19, which temporarily prohibited utility disconnections; and  
 
Whereas, the Governor’s Emergency Order #58 issued June 30, 2020 terminated Emergency 

Order #3; and  
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Whereas  Emergency Order #58 further provided that the New Hampshire utilities whose 
rates are regulated by the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission and the New Hampshire 
Electric Cooperative, which includes all the utilities listed above, “shall offer payment 
arrangements, refrain from charging late fees, and begin normal collection activity and 
disconnections consistent with an agreement between a utility or utilities and the Commission’s 
Consumer Services and External Affairs Division, subsequent order of the Commission, and/or 
rules adopted by the Commission pursuant to RSA 541-A.” 

 
Now therefore, the Parties agree to the following terms, conditions and timeframes for 

customer collections and disconnection:  
 
FOR GAS AND ELECTRIC CUSTOMERS 

 
Commercial customers:   

- Soft collections shall continue until August 31, 2020 
 Soft collections is defined by the utilities as communications with 

customers with an arrearage that would qualify them for 
disconnection where the communication is intended to advise those 
customers of the arrearages and the means of addressing those 
arrearages, but without suggesting that the customer is eligible for 
disconnection. 

 
- Disconnection notices shall resume on or after September 15, 2020  

 
- Late payment charges shall not be assessed until on or after March 31, 

2021  
 

- No late payment charges shall be charged if a customer establishes a 
payment arrangement  
 

- No deposits shall be collected from existing customers through December 
31, 2020; deposit requests for new accounts can begin September 21, 
2020  
 

- 12-month payment arrangements shall be offered through December 31, 
2020, with a one-time opportunity to catch up a missed payment and retain 
the payment arrangement  

Residential customers: 
 

- Soft collections shall continue until September 30, 2020 
 Soft collections is defined by the utilities as communications with 

customers with an arrearage that would qualify them for 
disconnection where the communication is intended to advise those 
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customers of the arrearages and the means of addressing those 
arrearages, but without suggesting that the customer is eligible for 
disconnection 
 
 

- Disconnection notices shall resume on or after October 13, 2020 
 

- Late payment charges shall not be assessed until on or after March 31, 
2021 
  

- No late payment charges shall be charged if a customer establishes a 
payment arrangement  
  

- No deposits shall be collected from existing customers until April 1, 2021 
  

- 12-month minimum payment arrangements shall be offered through 
March 31, 2021, with at least one opportunity to catch up a missed 
payment and retain the payment arrangement, and depending on the 
circumstances, the utility may reasonably offer more than one opportunity  
  

- No requests to disconnect medical accounts shall be made until April 1, 
2021 

 

Residential Financial Hardship (FH) customers, meaning customers facing financial 
hardship as defined in Puc 1202.09, as expanded for self-certification as detailed below: 
  

- In addition to Puc 1202.09, financial hardship qualification for the purpose 
of this agreement can be defined by customer participation in any of the 
programs listed in the attachment to this agreement 
 

- No disconnect notices shall be sent to FH customers until at least April 1, 
2021 
 
 

- No deposits shall be required for FH customers (Per current Puc 1200 
rules) and no late payment charges shall be assessed for FH customers 
(Per current Puc 1200 rules) 
 

- Utilities shall offer longer payment plans (up to 24 months) through July 
31, 2021 as an option with no down payment required, with: 
 

 the opportunity to renegotiate an existing payment plan when 
circumstances change and the payment may no longer be 
affordable, and  
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 the opportunity to enter into the same, long-term flexible payment 
arrangement at least once, and even more than once when 
appropriate in the customer's circumstances. 
 

- Utilities shall undertake proactive ongoing communication to FH 
customers through spring 2021 to encourage customers to contact their 
utilities and enroll in payment plan(s). 

 
- Customers shall be afforded the one time-opportunity to self-certify as FH 

by indicating that they are experiencing financial challenges. This self-
certification shall protect their account from disconnection for non-
payment for 60 calendar days to allow for the customer to obtain and 
provide FH documentation to the company or social agency for approval. 
Self-certification will be permitted when disconnection notices for non-
hardship customers resume and will cease on June 30, 2021. 

 
 Should the customer not provide FH documentation during the 60-

day period, the customer will return to normal collections 
processes. Depending on the circumstances, upon customer 
request, the customer shall be afforded one opportunity for an 
additional 10 calendar days protection from disconnection during 
the winter period in order to obtain and provide FH documentation 
to the company or social agency for approval.  
 

 Nothing in this agreement shall prevent customers from providing 
evidence of FH to the utility after the 60-day self-certification 
period ends. 

 
 Once documentation is received and verified against the Financial 

Hardship list (attached to this agreement) and as may be amended 
from time to time, all hardship protection as defined by the Puc 
1200 rules and this agreement will apply. 
 
  

- In addition to plans available to all residential customers during and 
following the winter period under the Puc 1200 Rules, customers who 
claim financial hardship during the winter period shall be offered an 
extended (up to 24 months) COVID payment plan once the documentation 
has been received and verified by the Company against the Financial 
Hardship list (attached to this agreement) and as may be amended from 
time to time. 

 
FOR WATER CUSTOMERS 

 
Recognizing that the customer service systems of the state’s water utilities have certain 
limitations in differentiating between commercial and residential accounts, as well as limitations 
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in differentiating FH customers from other customers, the Parties agree to the following terms, 
conditions and timeframes for customer collections and disconnection for water utilities: 

Commercial and Residential Customers: 

- Soft collection efforts shall begin on or after September 14, 2020. 
 

- Disconnection notices shall resume on or after October 12, 2020. 
 

No late payment charges shall be charged on balances accruing before 
March 31, 2021. 

 
- No late payments shall be charged if a customer establishes a payment 

arrangement. 
 

- A 12-month minimum payment arrangement shall be offered through 
March 2021, with at least one opportunity to catch up a missed payment 
and retain the payment arrangement, and depending on the circumstances, 
the utility may reasonably offer more than one opportunity. 

 

Residential Financial Hardship (FH) customers, meaning customers facing financial 
hardship as defined in Puc 1202.09, as expanded for self-certification as detailed below: 

- Water utilities will abide by the same self-certification process as defined 
for the gas and electric utilities subject to the following exceptions: 
 

 Water utilities do not differentiate between FH and non-FH 
customers in their systems for the purpose of sending 
disconnection notices.  Accordingly, water utilities will not 
extend the moratorium on disconnection notices for FH 
customers to April 2021. 
 

 In light of the immediately preceding exception, water 
utilities will also not be engaged in special proactive 
ongoing communication to FH customers through spring 
2021.  Rather, all customers will be receiving the same 
ongoing communications regarding arrearages and payment 
plans. 

 
 Any customer that is identified as FH will be offered an 

extended (up to 24 month) payment plan,  

All Gas and Electric utilities shall undertake proactive ongoing communications to all customers 
to encourage customers to contact their utilities to enroll in a payment plan.  All Water utilities 
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will undertake similar communications, appropriately scaled to their size and number of 
customers  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed in 
their respective names by their agents, each being fully authorized to do so on behalf of 
their principal. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND 
EXTERNAL COMUNICATIONS DIVISION 

By:  _____________________________ Date: ______________________ 
Paul B. Dexter, Esq. 
Staff Attorney 

LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE ELECTRIC) CORP. 
D/B/A LIBERTY UTILITIES 

By: ___________________________ Date: ____________________ 
Michael Sheehan, Esq. 
Senior Counsel 

NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 

By:  ___________________________ Date: ____________________ 
Mark W. Dean, Esq. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE D/B/A EVERSOURCE ENERGY 

By:  ____________________________ Date: ____________________ 
Matthew Fossum, Esq. 
Senior Regulatory Counsel 

UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS, INC. 

By:  ____________________________ Date: ____________________ 
Gary Epler, Esq. 
Chief Regulatory Counsel 

09/08/2020
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will undertake similar communications, appropriately scaled to their size and number of 
customers 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed in 
their respective names by their agents, each being fully authorized to do so on behalf of 
their principal.

NEW HAMPSHIRE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND 
EXTERNAL COMUNICATIONS DIVISION

By:  _____________________________ Date: ______________________
Paul B. Dexter, Esq.
Staff Attorney

LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE ELECTRIC) CORP. 
D/B/A LIBERTY UTILITIES

By: ___________________________ Date: 9/8/2020
Michael Sheehan, Esq.
Senior Counsel

NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

By:  ___________________________ Date: ____________________
Mark W. Dean, Esq.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE D/B/A EVERSOURCE ENERGY

By:  ____________________________ Date: ____________________
Matthew Fossum, Esq.
Senior Regulatory Counsel

UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS, INC.

By:  ____________________________ Date: ____________________
Gary Epler, Esq.
Chief Regulatory Counsel
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will undertake similar communications, appropriately scaled to their size and number of 
customers  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed in 
their respective names by their agents, each being fully authorized to do so on behalf of 
their principal. 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND 
EXTERNAL COMUNICATIONS DIVISION 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ______________________ 
Paul B. Dexter, Esq. 
Staff Attorney 
 
 
LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE ELECTRIC) CORP.  
D/B/A LIBERTY UTILITIES 
 
By: ___________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Michael Sheehan, Esq. 
Senior Counsel 
 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
 
By:  ___________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Mark W. Dean, Esq. 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE D/B/A EVERSOURCE ENERGY 
 

By:  _    Date: __September 8, 2020___ 
Matthew Fossum, Esq. 
Senior Regulatory Counsel 
 
 
UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS, INC. 
 
By:  ____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Gary Epler, Esq. 
Chief Regulatory Counsel 
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will undertake similar communications, appropriately scaled to their size and number of 
customers  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have caused this Agreement to be duly executed in 
their respective names by their agents, each being fully authorized to do so on behalf of 
their principal. 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND 
EXTERNAL COMUNICATIONS DIVISION 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ______________________ 
Paul B. Dexter, Esq. 
Staff Attorney 
 
 
LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE ELECTRIC) CORP.  
D/B/A LIBERTY UTILITIES 
 
By: ___________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Michael Sheehan, Esq. 
Senior Counsel 
 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
 
By:  ___________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Mark W. Dean, Esq. 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE D/B/A EVERSOURCE ENERGY 
 
By:  ____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Matthew Fossum, Esq. 
Senior Regulatory Counsel 
 
 
UNITIL ENERGY SYSTEMS, INC. 

By:   for   Date: September 9, 2020 
Gary Epler, Esq. 
Chief Regulatory Counsel 
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LIBERTY UTILITIES (ENERGYNORTH NATURAL GAS) CORP. 
D/B/A LIBERTY UTILITIES

By:  ____________________________ Date: 9/8/2020
Michael Sheehan, Esq.
Senior Counsel

NORTHERN UTILITIES, INC.

By:  _____________________________ Date: ____________________
Gary Epler, Esq.
Chief Regulatory Counsel

ABENAKI WATER COMPANY, INC.

By:  _____________________________ Date: ____________________
Don Vaughn
President, New England Service Company 

AQUARION WATER COMPANY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, INC.

By:  _____________________________ Date: ____________________
Matthew Fossum, Esq. 
Senior Regulatory Counsel

FOREST EDGE WATER COMPANY, INC.

By:  _____________________________ Date: ____________________
Nathaniel Sullivan
President

HAMPSTEAD AREA WATER COMPANY, INC.

By:  _____________________________ Date: ____________________
Anthony Augeri, Esq.
General Counsel
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LIBERTY UTILITIES (ENERGYNORTH NATURAL GAS) CORP.  
D/B/A LIBERTY UTILITIES 
 
By:  ____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Michael Sheehan, Esq. 
Senior Counsel 
 
 
NORTHERN UTILITIES, INC. 

By:   for   Date: September 9, 2020 
Gary Epler, Esq. 
Chief Regulatory Counsel 
 
 
ABENAKI WATER COMPANY, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Don Vaughn 
President, New England Service Company  
 
 
AQUARION WATER COMPANY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Matthew Fossum, Esq.  
Senior Regulatory Counsel 
 
 
FOREST EDGE WATER COMPANY, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Nathaniel Sullivan 
President 
 
 
HAMPSTEAD AREA WATER COMPANY, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Anthony Augeri, Esq. 
General Counsel 
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LIBERTY UTILITIES (ENERGYNORTH NATURAL GAS) CORP.  
D/B/A LIBERTY UTILITIES 
 
By:  ____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Michael Sheehan, Esq. 
Senior Counsel 
 
 
NORTHERN UTILITIES, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Gary Epler, Esq. 
Chief Regulatory Counsel 
 
 
ABENAKI WATER COMPANY, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Don Vaughn 
President, New England Service Company  
 
 
AQUARION WATER COMPANY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, INC. 

By:  _    Date: __September 8, 2020___ 
Matthew Fossum, Esq. 
Senior Regulatory Counsel 
 
 
FOREST EDGE WATER COMPANY, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Nathaniel Sullivan 
President 
 
 
HAMPSTEAD AREA WATER COMPANY, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Anthony Augeri, Esq. 
General Counsel 
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LAKES REGION WATER COMPANY, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Tom Mason 
President 
 
 
MILL BROOK VILLAGE WATER SYSTEM 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
James Ingram 
Owner 
 
 
PENNICHUCK EAST UTILITY, INC. 
PENNICHUCK WATER WORKS, INC. 
PITTSFIELD AQUEDUCT COMPAY, INC. 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Donald Ware 
Chief Operating Officer 
 
 
WEST SWANZEY WATER COMPANY, INC 
 
By:  _____________________________   Date: ____________________ 
Sarah Brown 
President 
 
 
THE OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE 
 
By: __ _____________________________   Date: ______________________ 
D. Maurice Kreis, Esq. 
Consumer Advocate 
 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE LEGAL ASSISTANCE  
 
By:  ______________________________   Date: _______________________ 
 
Raymond Burke, Esq. 
Stephen Tower, Esq. 

September 8, 2020
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Raymond Burke, Esq. 
Stephen Tower, Esq. 
 
LISTEN Community Services 
 
By:  __/s/ Angela Zhang___________   Date: __9/8/2020________ 
Angela Zhang 
Program Director  
 

 


